[ACPA reaction in atypical Wegener's disease. Diagnostic test].
Clinical and biopsy findings in six patients (aged 29-64 years), suspected of having Wegener's granulomatosis, were not diagnostic. Cardinal signs were skin necroses, isolated deficits of cranial nerves, sudden amaurosis, renal failure with shunt sepsis and lung opacities suspicious of tumour. Only positive tests for anti-cytoplasmatic antibodies (ACPA) in serum made the diagnosis and led to appropriate treatment. This simple yet highly specific immunofluorescence test should be performed in every case of vasculitis of uncertain cause, even if typical clinical signs of Wegener's granulomatosis are at first absent.